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N  o eye has seen, no ear has heard, 

no mind has conceived what God has prepared for 

those who love him --  1 Corinthians 2:9 (NIV)  

 

 

Wayne and Brendaõs Visit 

I think we have seen this scripture fulfilled again 

these last few busy months.  Wayne and Brendaõs 

visit was a blessing as always.  We had fun and 

fed more than 60 people during their month with 

me.  Brenda taught the book of James to the 

Ladiesõ class, and this practical book 

challenged and blessed us.  We 

had 

several 

visitors 

come in 

connection 

with 

Brendaõs teaching 

as well, and thatõs always a good thing.   

One of the best things that happened during 

their stay was Friendsõ Day.  The men took the 

opportunity of Wayneõs coming to organize a 

special Sunday worship to be used especially for 

evangelism.  The whole congregation was 

encouraged to bring their friends and relatives.  

We had a good crowd there.  It was wonderful to 

have so many, and so many that we love.  The 

biggest news for me was that EDI CAME !!  Many 

of you have been praying for Edi and his faith.   

Many many times Iõve invited Edi to come to the 

worship, and he had told me he would òsomeday.ó  

Well, òsomedayó finally came!  When Wayne and 

Brenda are here, I always try to work out with 

them to have coffee with many of my students, 

especially the morning ones.  So Edi has had 

coffee with them several times, and they have 

come to love him as I do.  So during coffee one 

Wednesday with Edi, Wayne whispered to me if 

Iõd asked Edi to come to Friendsõ Day, and I told 

him maybe this time it should come from him.  He 

leaned across the table, looked into Ediõs eyes, 

and said, òEdi, would you come to hear me preach 

on Sunday?ó  He said he would.  Wow!  God is so 

great!  That doesnõt mean heõs ready to be a 

Christian, but I really wanted him to see how 

reverent and heartfelt our worship is.  Not that 

all Muslims do their ritual prayers by rote ñI 

believe Edi is very devoted ñbut by nature, their 

worship is ritualistic.  I thought ours might 

impress him.  I think it did.  He hasnõt said too 

much about it yet, but with Edi, often things come 

out much later.   

We also had two other very special guests on 

Friendsõ Day.  My student Landi that I took over 

from Artan 

Xhaferi came as 

a result of his 

having coffee 

with Wayne and 

Brenda.  And 

Majlinda Rata 

came all the way 

from Kukes.  I 

hope you 

remember that 

I told you last 

year towards 
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the 

end of the 

year about Bledi, Sokol and I 

going to Kukes to visit a correspondence student 

taught by Anna Hutson.  She wanted to become 

a Christian, but was afraid to because of a 

strong Muslim family background.  Well, she 

conquered her fear, and we were blessed to be 

present when Bledi baptized her into Christ.  

What a Great Day!  

My Classes  

Ladiesõ Class is going well.  We are continuing our 

study of Mark.  We are being blessed by the 

study.  The sisters are still taking a turn 

teaching, and I believe that is helping all of us 

that are teaching to grow in the Lord.  

 

I ògraduatedó my first Communications Class 

group.  It was a great experience, and I think 

weõll repeat it in the future.  Maybe in the Fall 

again.  We started with 19 students, and 10 of 

those actually completed all the work to receive 

the certificate.  Many that started and didnõt 

get to finish  hope to do the class again in the 

future, so I believe all in all this was a very 

successful experiment.  I also believe that our 

church family was blessed by the maturing of 

some of our men towards 

being more comfortable 

presenting a lesson.   

 

March 8 th  is the 

International Day of 

Women; at least here in 

Albania thatõs what we call it.  I 

know that itõs also celebrated other 

places as well.  This year I was invited to speak 

in Durres for their Annual IDW activity.  For 

the past several years Anila Kafexhiu, wife of 

Çimi Kafexhiu the preacher in Durres, has 

organized an activity for the mothers of the 

members.  They invite the ladies of the Durres 

congregation and their mothers, grandmothers, 

aunts etc.  It was a very nice occasion, and one 

we might like to emulate sometime in the future.  

I was invited to speak on 

Matthew 11: 28 -30.  This 

is a very good text for 

women everywhere, 

but especially the 

women of Albania.  

More than any women 

Iõve seen anywhere; 

Albanian women wait 

on their families hand 

and foot.  The most 

surprising thing to me about this is the 

sweet spirit with which they do it.  This makes 

them very tired, and makes the rest that Jesus 

offers, that much sweeter.  Thanks Anila and 

Çimi for your good work to make this a special 

day!   

Youth Day!  

The last month and a half to two 

months weõve been working on the 

Albanian National Youth Day that we 

host every year.  This yearõs theme 

was òHe Must Increase, and I must 

Decrease.ó  Bledi Valca spoke to the 

160+ SRO (Standing Room Only) 

crowd!  Flori Pollo lead us in some 


